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Name: _____________________________________  Period# ___

P.P. NOTES:  Planets (29.1-29.3+ more current research)
Definitions before we begin .  . . 

	Planitessimal:
	

	Protoplanet:
	

	Dwarf Planet:
	

	Planet:
	A celestial body that orbits the sun, may have satellites (moons), and does not cross the orbital pathway of any other planets. 



OUR SOLAR SYSTEM :

· The Solar System is thought to be ___________________ years old. 

· Soon after, clouds of gas and dust around the new sun started to  _________________________________.

· The planets near the sun eventually had their atmospheres / gas layers mostly burned away, but the outer planets retained their _____________________________________________.  
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      OUR PLANETS ARE DIVIDED INTO TWO MAIN, and ONE MINOR GROUP:
Terrestrial:

Gas Giants:
**Minor/dwarf:  (Eris, Makemake, Pluto, Ceres, Haumea, and  . . . )
Pluto:
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OTHER OBJECTS IN/AROUND OUR SOLAR SYSTEM:

Asteroid Belt:

Kuiper Belt:

Oort Cloud:  

What is an astronomical unit (AU)? ______________________________________________

Planet Scavenger Hunt!  Using any resource, find the name of the planet with:

The greatest density? __________

The least density? __________

Rotates/spins backwards? __________

Biggest volcano? ____________

Biggest, longest-lasting storm? ___________

The hottest temperature? __________

The coldest temperature? ______________

The most tilted axis? _____________

WHAT have they found on Mars that might suggest it could sustain life? 
WHY was the International Space Station Built? 
