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Oak Ridge High School

Mrs. Griner – Room P-19
vgriner@eduhsd.k12.ca.us  
(916) 933-6980 ext. 3292  
Course Outline
Spring 2018
SEMESTER I:  
· Unit 1 --  Measurement, Mapping, and Fundamentals
· Unit 2 -- Geochemistry, Rocks and Minerals
· Unit 3 – Plate Tectonics

· Unit 4 – Dynamic Earth
· Semester 1 Final 
      
SEMESTER II:  
· Unit 5 -- Atmosphere
· Unit 6 -- Climate
· Unit 7 -- Oceans
· Unit 8 – Astronomy

Class Information and Assignments at:   SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1https://orhsgriner.weebly.com        

Textbook:
Earth Science : Geology, the Environment, and the Universe  (GLENCOE)  These will be checked out to the student at no cost during the first week, but if you wish, you can buy a used copy on AMAZON.COM and write in it / keep it!
Grading:
The following categories make up a student’s grade:


ASSIGNMENTS & PARTICIPATION:   Homework, use of class time, compliance
40%

PROJECTS, LABS & BINDER ORDER CHECKS:



20%

QUIZZES & EXAMS:  Expect Daily Summative Events                     

20%
FINAL: 








20%



Letter grades will be assigned according to the following cut-offs:



94% - 100%  A
  87% - 89.9%  B+
   77% - 79.9%  C+         67% - 69.9%  D+
      50.0- 59.9%   = “Conditional” F  Grade


90% - 93.9%  A-
  83% - 86.9%  B
   73% - 76.9%  C
    63% - 66.9%  D           (will be required to attend intercession /AR)




  80% - 82.9%  B-
   70% - 72.9%  C-          60% - 62.9%  D-          0  -  49.9%   =  F  / repeat course if end of Semester
Failing

Grades   :       
Tests:            There will be 2 to 3 quizzes each week on material we do/cover/learn in class and at home each week.  Chapter Tests will follow the conclusion of each chapter and a larger summative Unit Exam at the close of each unit.   The text book also has practice test/quiz questions at the end of each section and chapter.  All Unit Exams in our class have a study guide to help you prepare, and daily assignments are listed on the classroom board.  Students are encouraged to take a picture of the board every day.  If I am incredibly lucky, I will hand out a typed calendar and I will post it on the website.  

Students will get opportunities to correct worksheets in class after they are due.  At that point, the assignment will no longer be available for credit due to the fact that we have just gone over all of the answers.  Chapter Test and Unit Exams below 70% may be retaken WITHIN 1 WEEK from the class period it was taken.  Students who miss a test or exam should plan on staying after school to make it up within two days.
Supplies:
STUDENTS MUST HAVE  A  SCIENCE ONLY BINDER measuring 2” with lined paper and some graph paper.
                        OTHER:  --Blue or black pen for assignments and a red pen for  correcting

                                        -- pencils, and an eraser  . . .     no white out!
-- glue stick, colored pencils – (I have a very limited supply)
                                        -- 3 Highlighter colors for class and homework… Yellow, Blue, 3rd color is your choice
                        LATE homework or written assignments will be 50% for 24 hours and after that for one week the late work will receive 1 point.  After one week late = 0.   
Binders will be turned in and graded at the end of every unit on the day of the exam. 

Classroom:
Our classroom is both a classroom and a lab.  We also use Chrome Books on occasion.  Student behavior expectations are set very high.  Students are to be in their assigned seat unless instructed to form groups, and to stay with their lab partners at their assigned lab station.  A science lab can be a dangerous place for those who cannot abide by all safety rules!  All lab equipment, supplies and compounds and liquids should not be handled until after thorough instruction is given and ONLY when instructed to do so.  Until then, none of the equipment or supplies should to be handled in any way and ONLY during that assigned lab duration.  Disregard of Lab rules will result in a 0 for the lab and a trip to the office.  After the 2nd  such incident, the student will no longer participate in classroom labs.  There will be an alternate assignment or a “home” lab that will be given and will be due within 5 days.  
        DO YOUR HOMEWORK READING & ASSIGNMENTS BEFORE COMING TO CLASS
A homework reading schedule is on the white board, handed out and found on my website. Students will be quizzed on the homework assignments in class.  Verbal participation is required and is graded.  Homework will be checked and scored at the beginning of each class without additional warnings. Understanding of the day’s lesson will be compromised if the reading homework is not completed.
Classwork:
If you miss a lab activity, there will be an alternate assignment to make-up the missing points.  Concepts learned during lab activities, results, and conclusions will show up on quizzes and tests.  


Students will also be doing several small projects, usually with EACH UNIT WE STUDY, that will require time both in and out of class that involve various types of study and research throughout the year. 

                        Other assignments include study guides, vocabulary, hands-on activities, readings, and writing assignments.
Attendance:
You are expected to take each test on the day that it is administered and to attend and participate in all lab activities, unless you are ill or have a prearranged absence such as an athletic event or field trip for another class.  You need to keep up with the pacing and get missed work made up and turned in within 2 days for each class missed.  I will post weekly handouts, homework, Power Points and videos, etc. by week on my website  http://orhsgriner.weebly.com  so you can print out or review them at home for study as well as having them available if you are absent..   SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 
What do I Take Next?     With a grade of “D-“ or higher, everyone will go on to Biology next year.  If you feel as if you are incorrectly placed in science this year, remember you must be take Geometry concurrently with Biology.  

Biology is a very rigorous course which involves lots of memorization and the foundation that Earth Science provides.   After Biology will be Chemistry, as well as several other science electives to choose from.  
What if I am Struggling?   At some point, everyone needs a little help!  
· Re-read the chapter information (I personally read over information when I’m studying 3 times), 
· orhsgriner.weebly.com has all of the Power Points and videos from class
· Check for You Tubes covering the area you want to understand better, 
· Study all written worksheets and assignments, 
· Peer-study groups are available and all around you as most 9th graders are taking Earth Science.  
· I will have Tutoring help available after school most Wednesdays and Fridays without an appointment!  
   If you are a 504 or IEP student, I have many strategies that can help you succeed in class.  Please talk to me in 
   regards to your accommodations!  Reading homework is ALWAYS due ON TIME or you will be lost in class,
   all other written assignments follow IEP/504 
PLEASE ASK FOR HELP WHENEVER YOU HAVE A QUESTION!
Mrs.Griner – EARTH & SPACE SCIENCE – STUDENT AGREEMENT

(DETACH THIS PAGE ONLY AND TURN IN TO TEACHER. . . .    KEEP THE REST!)

Student Name: __________________________________________________________________________________ period# ______
          Please initial the following items as you read them:
_____   I know my student has a homework reading assignment between each class session.  The assignment schedule is on the board and
             it is available online on my website .
_____   I know that when my student misses class,   I can access  what is going on in class each week directly from Mrs. Griner’s web
 page on the Oak Ridge website, or directly online at:  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1orhsgriner.weebly.com
_____   I know that my student will be working with expensive and breakable lab equipment and that Behavior and Safety Rules are

             NON-NEGOABLE and that misbehavior will result in removal from the activity and a Referral issued. 
_____   I know that if I have a question or a concern, I am welcome to e-mail  Mrs. Griner #3292.
_____   I know that both my student and I need to be able to check assignment scores on AERIES.  I need to make sure I register for 
             an AERIES online Grade Book Account  through the school.
______   I know there are many ways my student can improve their grade – at school during lunch, reading that section in the book 
               again, looking at the Power Points and videos that are on Mrs. Griner’s website, reviewing and studying the written work in the 

               Science binder, peer-study groups and also by attending afterschool help sessions in Mrs. Griner’s classroom.
______   I know my student has homework between every class session that is due when class begins.  Failure to have homework done 
              results in a zero grade for that assignment and  it will create a disadvantage for understanding the current class lesson.
______   I know that if my students’ behavior poses a disruption or safety concern for other students in class, they will be removed from
              class with academic consequences. If the problem continues a conference will be called.
______ Unless otherwise instructed by the teacher, students shall turn off, not use, and keep out of sight cell phones/listening devices 
             and all signaling devices during the class period or the device will be sent to the office for a parent to pick up. All recording or
             videotaping of peers, teachers, or visitors to the  classroom without prior consent is prohibited and has legal consequences.
My signature below indicates we have read over the information above:

PARENT/GUARDIAN:____________________________________________________________________________


STUDENT:_______________________________________________________________________________________


Parent e-mail contact address _______________________________________________________________________


 The best phone number to reach parent/guardian___________________________________________________

Comments or questions?  
(Also Standardized Testing and Preparation)














